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V2 Joy - from this... 
 

 
 

To this… 

 
To this… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Following on from the launching of the newest Sunbeam V70 as reported in the last 
newsletter, last week saw the re-launching of one of the oldest Sunbeams, V2 Joy, 
after over 15 years out of the water. An extensive rebuild was carried out at 
http://metreyachtrestorations.com in Penryn, Cornwall. 
 
Many congratulations to Martin Evans on his perseverance! 
 
Simon Perkins writes: 
 
"I find there is something rather poignant about Joy being back in the water at the 
same time as the 75th D day anniversary. These extraordinary boats have spent 
seasons quietly at their moorings, observing the world go by in its many guises, 
enabling different generations to enjoy close companionship and competition 
amongst both fleets.  
 
Joy' s restoration highlights the need to preserve and nurture those things that are 
important individually and more widely, as do the commemorations on the north 
coast of France. Bravo Martin Evans, and I envy the Falmouth fleet seeing you out 
and about!" 
 
Talking of 'Joy', previous owner Peter O'Hea has written with this tale from 1994:  
 

Sunbeam Joy's ding dong encounter with Britannia 
on D-Day 50 (5 June 1994) 
 
It was an opportunity we simply couldn’t resist – a chance to sneak out in front of a 
row of anchored Royal Navy vessels to get as close as possible to the D-Day fleet. 
Our mission – to take that perfect camera shot of our crew sitting on the aft deck of 
Sunbeam Joy with HMY Britannia in the background. (It wasn’t called a ‘selfie’ or a 
‘photo bomb’ in those days!). 
 
Britannia was a long distance away from us and so the mission seemed do-able. 
Unfortunately, however, we had seriously under-estimated the pace of the Royal 
Yacht. The Fleet Review was running late and timing, on grand occasions like these, 
was everything. Britannia’s Captain had ordered full speed ahead (about 20 knots) 
and, as the aerial photograph shows, a course that converged tightly with the line of 
anchored ships. Joy was unique in that she was the only yacht in the area under sail, 
as indicated by the white arrow in the photo. No surprises then, we didn’t stand a 
chance of escaping from this encounter without (causing) trouble! 
 
A large flotilla of spectator boats, desperate to keep up with the Royal yacht, piled 
into the narrowing gap behind us, churning the sea into a raging froth. The wash 
created by this armada of motor boats crashed over our deck and, for a brief 
moment, Joy appeared to submarine. 😱 
 
We emerged from this dunking, spluttering and soaked to the skin as HMY Britannia, 
with members of the Royal family on board – including the Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh, the Queen Mother, and Princess Anne – together with Bill and Hilary 



Clinton and 12 other Heads of State, passed swiftly by into the eastern Solent. 
* * * * * 
The moments leading up to this maritime drama went largely unnoticed but made 
front page news the following day (courtesy of The Daily Telegraph). 
 

 

Chittagong Weekend 
 



The Solent Sunbeam fleet had superb racing conditions for the Chittagong Cup race 
series over the May Bank Holiday weekend. 20 Sunbeams raced in moderate wind 
conditions and the closeness of the racing meant that the final results went down to 
the wire! 

Please see https://solentsunbeam.co.uk/report-chittagong-weekend-race-report-25-
and-26-may. 

Sunbeam Class Handbook 
 
The 2019 Handbook has been published. Next time you see Graham Colbourne, ask 
him for your copy! 
 
The Handbook will also be shortly available on the class website on the Members 
page, once it has been suitably password protected. 

Original Sunbeam lines drawing 

 

 
Due to popular demand, Roger Wickens has organised the production of some more 
traditional lines drawings. They are very reasonably priced at £22/£30 for small/large 
(unframed). Add £5 for the frame as shown in the above photo. If you would like one, 
please contact Roger. 

  



Itchenor SC Regatta 
 
Itchenor SC Regatta has been re-scheduled for next Saturday 22nd June - The 
Sunbeam start is at 1425.  
 
Regatta Programme and amendments to Sailing Instructions are at this link: 
 
https://www.itchenorsc.co.uk/_nor/2019/Regatta%20Programme%2022.06.2019%20
Final..pdf 

Charles Hyatt  
 
The immediate ex- Commodore of ISC writes: 

"As some of you know, and thanks so much for those of you who have donated 
already, I am participating in Le Loop (formerly known as the Tour de Force) this 
summer. This is an event in which I will be cycling the route of this year’s Tour de 
France one week ahead of the pros. It is a total of 2,146 miles averaging 121 miles 
per day for each of the 15 main (98 - 144 mile) days, 4 shorter days averaging 74 
miles per day, 3 of which are big mountain stages and 2 short time trials - 21 days of 
cycling in all with just two rest days.  
 
I am raising money for the amazing William Wates Memorial Trust, which supports 
charities which help troubled young people in various ways. I am paying the full cost 
of my participation in the event myself, so every penny of the money I raise will go 
direct to the charity. I would be very grateful if you would consider sponsoring me. ' 
 
Full details are at this link.  
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/CharlesHyatt.  

 
Sunburn and Suncream! 
 
A timely reminder of the need to take care of your skin, although the continuing 
unseasonal weather may put you off!  Please read the article at this 
link: https://seahorsemagazine.com/current-issue/144-content/june-2019/763-time-
to-catch-up 
 

And finally (1): 
Another fabulous Thursday evening sail!  (photo credit: Jerry 
Saunders). 
 
 
 



And finally (2): 
Our Class Commodore John - and Joanna Ford celebrating his recent birthday at 
ISC. (photo credit Jo Johnson) 

 

 
 
 
Nick Leach, Class Captain - 0779 095 1773   


