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Solent Sunbeam Class Newsletter January '20
A very Happy New Year to all Sunbeamers!

Another new Sunbeam (2)
I start the New Year with the great news that there are now two new Sunbeams in build! V69 Roxy (foreground)
and V71 Tiffany are awaiting their keels at Mark Downer's AM Structures on the IOW. Well done to Roger
Wickens on commissioning these two beautiful boats !

Winter Cocktail Party
Many thanks to Peter and Sally Nicholson for hosting the cocktail party last weekend which was well attended by
over 80 Sunbeamers and superbly organised by Tamsin & Jerry Saunders. We welcomed back to the Sunbeam
fleet David and Mary Bevan-Thomas, who have purchased V12 Argosy from Roger Wickens! David sold Argosy
to Roger 18 years ago and feels now is the time to have another go! David was presented with a table decoration
(see below) which apparently goes with the boat (Class Captain not included!)

Solent Sunbeam Boatology Repository
With the Solent Sunbeam Centenary less than three years away, and the Falmouth one a year later, we are
minded to update the history of each of the individual boats, and find a way of publishing this.
Back in 2005 Peter Nicholson published the acclaimed “The Brilliance of Sunbeams” book with an appendix
entitled “Boat by Boat”. This has a potted history of each boat, covering both fleets.
We’ve taken the liberty to copy into the Sunbeam OneDrive area in the Members Area on the website the
background documents that Peter gathered together.
We now need your help to build on this to add the more recent history of your boat, in other words to carry on
with the story.
Each of the boats has its own sub-directory in which you will find Peter’s base document plus a new document
entitled “More Sunbeam stories at the time of the Centenary”.
You are invited to add to this document:
Changes of ownership since 2005
Significant events e.g. re-splining or move to another home port, participation in a significant regatta
Significant wins
Anecdotes
You are invited to upload to your boat’s directory any images, so long as they have a title.
Thank you!
Simon O'Hea/Martin Evans/Nick Leach

Classic Boat Awards - Your vote is needed!
V2 Joy and V70 Minty have both been nominated for Classic Boat awards - more details at this link:
https://solentsunbeam.co.uk/two-sunbeams-shortlisted-in-the-classic-boat-awards-please-vote-for-them/

Forthcoming events
Please put these dates in your diary:
Fri 31st January at 1900 - a talk on sails by Dick Batt - Itchenor SC
Sat 8th February at 1900 - A talk at Itchenor SC by Charles Hyatt - From Sri Lanka to the Arc de Triomphe:
riding the route of the Tour de France
Arriving home from 4 weeks of holidaying in Sri Lanka,overweight and out of condition and with only 7 months to
get ready for the biggest endurance challenge of my life really focused the mind.
Riding every stage of the 2019 Tour de France one week ahead of the pros to raise money for the wonderful
William Wates Memorial Trust suddenly seemed like an impossible goal.
This talk is the story of that journey, and the event itself.
Sun 16th February - Sunbeam Winter Walk

Sun 22nd March - Sunbeam Spring Meeting at Itchenor SC at 1400
Bank Holiday Fri 8th & Sat 9th May - Chisholm weekend - 4 race series
Sat 9th May - Chisholm dinner
Sat 23 & Sun 24th May - Chittagong Weekend - 4 race series
Thurs 11th June - Ladies race
Mon 22nd - Fri 26th June - Itchenor Keelboat Week - usually the best attended regatta of the year
Thurs 3rd July- race to Bosham SC
Sat 25th July - Dainty Dish
The 50th running of the race to Cowes will take place on the 25th July 2020. To mark this milestone, the Dainty
Dish Dinner will be held on the platform at the Royal Yacht Squadron in Cowes. This promises to be a very
special occasion. Places will be limited so you will need to book early - details will follow ASAP.
If you want to register your interest please e-mail : tamsin.saunders@btinternet.com
Please boats that some boats not staying for Cowes Classic week will be sailing back on the Sunday. You are
advised to book your accommodation for the Saturday night asap. Rooms may be available at The Royal London
YC, RORC, Island Sailing Club.
27-31st July - Cowes Classic Week - entries not live yet
8th-14th August - Cowes Week - 12 boats have already entered

And finally...
A blast from the past!

[Photo: David Bevan-Thomas helming Argosy in 1999]
Nick Leach, Class Captain - 0779 095 1773 - leach@leachonline.co.uk
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