9.

Sunbeam PRO Notes - Thursday evenings only

RACE NOTES:

In an EMERGENCY use the VHF and call the Coastguard on Channel 16, and if no reply within
15 secs dial 999 and ask for the Coastguard.

Use Channel 46a for communication with the fleet, particularly about position of the
committee boat, course, the wearing of life vests/jackets and any course changes

Please note that the wind usually moderates by 8.15 pm.

Keep the race in the Park buoy vicinity. Rarely go beyond Thorney or Ellanore save when the
wind and tide will allow the fleet to return back to the Club by 1945-2000.

Having rounds helps to keep control.

Sweep up and follow the last boats in case of one going aground or needing a tow home.
There is no need to finish all boats at the Club as there is only one winner requiring a bottle
of wine which you supply from the Club Buttery to avoid corkage charges.

Ring the Buttery, 01243 513523, with an approximate time of when the last people will be
ashore.

Start times are 1830 until September when the start time is brought forward to 1800.

10. The race duration should be around 1 hour or so.
11. Fly the Y flag if the wind is fresh to make it mandatory to wear a life jacket or vest.

Race procedure, flags and shortening course

1. COMMITTEE BOAT POSITIONING AND PRELIMINARIES
1.1. Decide where your start: it will be depending on the wind and tide direction.
1.2. Please note that Oyster Beds are being laid on the north shore of the Chichester Channel

between Park and Weir racing marks. No anchorage will be allowed in this area and but in
the near future, marker buoys will be place and it will be permissible to use these for
mooring up for race committee boats. The photo below shows the area involved.



1.3. Try to get a beat on the first leg and make it fairly long to avoid trouble at the first mark.

1.4. Lay the line or position yourself so that you have double the length of the number of
expected boats between the ODM (Outer Distance Mark) and you. It is easier to adjust
YOUR position than the ODM! Bring in or let out the anchor warp or move the boat to make
an unbiased line. Lay the line at 90 degrees to the WIND if you can.

1.5. Itis acceptable to use a fixed racing mark as your pin end ODM.

1.6. Hoist the Orange Flag when the committee boat is on station to start a race.

The Starting Line is between the orange flag on the committee boat and the outer distance or
yellow racing mark.
Hoist a Postponement flag (AP flag) as soon as you anchor to provide an extra step in the formal

start sequence and give some flexibility in the start time. 2 hoots on raising the flag, one toot on
lowering.




Having hoisted the AP flag, it is then not critical, although still important, to start the sequence as
close to the scheduled start time (or delay in the case of getting someone off the mud, etc.
Prepare all flags on the committee boat.

Decide on your course and put the course boards facing the START side of the boat.

During the summer term, Seaford College runs evening racing in Fireflies from ISC around the
entrance to the Bosham Channel. Try to keep clear of this fleet and avoid this part of the

harbour.

THE START:

7.1. Remember it is the flag that counts - if the hooter stops working, it does not matter.

7.2. The ONLY time a sound signal is mandatory is when the Individual Recall flag is hoisted.

7.3. Time to Start Action 6 minutes Postponement (AP) flag lowered and one blow of the hooter.
7.4. 5 minutes Warning Signal (Class flag) (V flag) displayed and one blow of the hooter.

7.5. The course must be displayed before the Preparatory signal is given and no course changes
can be made after this signal.
7.6. 4 Minutes Preparatory Signal displayed, P flag (Blue Peter), and one blow of the hooter.

7.7. 1 Minute One Minute Signal: Preparatory flag lowered and one long sound signal — normally
a whistle if you can find it.

7.8. If there is a problem during the Start sequence, e.g. a time problem, wind change, boat
aground, etc., hoist the Postponement flag (AP), sound the hooter and start the sequence
again. Remember, the AP flag is your get out jail flag and can be hoisted up to 1 second
before the start.

Individual Recall (X flag) The Recall signal is a hand-held X flag on a bamboo stick. Have it ready
in case it’s needed.



8.1. Identify all boats On the Course Side (OCS) of the start line at the starting signal. The PRO
will normally call out these numbers.

8.2. Display flag within 2-4 seconds after the starting signal with a SIMULTANEOUS sound signal
which is ESSENTIAL

8.3. Check all boats OCS return and start correctly. The flag is removed when the last boat
recrosses the start line to the pre-course side.

8.4. If some boats continue to race, the X flag is left on display for a period of 4 minutes after
which it is removed without a sound signal.

8.5. The PRO can inform the class of any boat that has failed to recross the starting line after 1
minute at their discretion on Ch 46a

9. How to shorten a course (S flag)

9.1. You can shorten, i.e. finish, a course at any rounding mark.

9.2. Display Flag S and sound the hooter twice. Position your boat at right angles to the course
from the last mark the boats rounded and about 20 — 50m from the buoy (or right angles to
the wind if the finish is a beat), allowing boats to pass the buoy on the required side.

9.3. As the boats pass, write down their sail numbers and give a sound signal.

10. How to change a course (C flag)



10.1. You can change a course at any rounding mark.

10.2. Display C flag and make regular sound signals.
10.3. Display the next mark/s clearly on a board. Note: You need to be in a position where
all boats can clearly see you, about 100 metres before the mark.
10.4. Advertise the change of course on Ch 46a if you have time.
11. Finish
11.1. Hoist the blue flag on the committee boat if finishing on the Gallon Line.
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11.2. The ISC Club finish is between the staff on the western (rowing jetty) and the two
yellow marks on the Bosham north shore. Do not finish the race from the committee boat
moored on the eastern floating pontoon as this gives a huge bias advantage to the Bosham
shore.

ENJOY! Remember the bottle of wine for the winner. RSC 14.4.26



